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Kingdom Unity in the Church 
Ephesians 4:1-6 NIV 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

1. Quotes on unity 
• “There can be no Christianity without community.” Zinzendorf 
• “The church is not called to be a business but a family. The world is not crying out for more products. People are just 

desperate to belong.” Mike Pilavaci  
• “Covenant creates momentum” - Danny Silk 

• Unity is community 
• Unity is family 
• Unity is covenant  

2. The challenge of talking about unity 
• To speak from the kingdom perspective, not with a church mindset 
• The difference is subtle, but unless we get kingdom right, church will always be less than what God intends 
• “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…” Matt. 6:33 
• “I will build my church” said Jesus 

3. Where to start? Start at the end! 
• Revelation 21:2 “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband.” 
• The city is made new by and in holiness  
• Heaven’s kingdom has invaded and transformed earth  
• The Bride of Christ is prepared, purified and perfected for her Bridegroom 
• To be holy is to be in freely relational unity like the Trinity - Holy, Holy, Holy… 

• All this means... 
• In the kingdom heaven, there is no such thing as disunity - unity in Christ through the Holy Spirit is the only thing that 

can transform the world - that is the true church militant  
• The Bride is the embodiment of all the individual believers in Jesus, unified into one  

• Heaven is togetherness  
• With God, all together  

• Hell is apartness 
• Without God, all alone  

4. Some unity principles  
• John 17:3 … may they be brought into complete unity… - vertical unity 

• Between God and man, man and God 
• We are conduits by which heaven invades earth, so we must keep united 
• Our unity is an expression of our holiness  

• Eph. 4:1-6 - horizontal unity 
• Between man and man 
• Transformation comes through reconciliation (our ministry)  
• Unity heals the land (2 Chron. 7:14) 

• “When we become one the clouds will lift.” - E Stanley Jones 

5. Unity is no ‘joke’ 
• Man gets to heaven - everyone’s singing - when they stop singing continues from behind a wall - he asks the bloke next 

to him, “Who’s that singing behind that wall?” - the bloke replies, “It’s the Pentecostals - they think they’re the only ones 
here!”  

• Kingdom come = unity 
• Denominations must go - an inevitability  
• But grace must increase - a requirement if denominations are to go 

• All the Bride is one  
• The Bride is declared and made pure  

• Rev. 21:2 (as mentioned) 
• Blessed are the pure in heart... the undivided in heart, those with a heart for kingdom’s culture and heaven invading 

earth, must embrace unity 
• Be on the right side of the division that Jesus the Prince of Peace brings 

• Matthew 10:34-36 “I come not to bring peace, but a sword”  
• He divides between the divided from him and those united with him 



6. Breaking down the walls 
• Andy Acreman vision of flood of blessing that destroys barriers between churches 

• No longer see the divisions between each 
• ‘Little' Pete Mason vision of fences falling down between churches 

• Picture of freedom of the Spirit 
• My vision of being able to walk in and out of any church building  

• whatever the denomination 
• whatever the style 
• whatever the structure 
• the Spirit is there, working lovingly and graciously removing the manmade temporary and…  
• revealing the God-created permanent (Heb. 12 shaking) 

7. Back to starting at the end 
• At the end, the kingdom is established on the earth 

• Thy Kingdom Come 
• Heaven invading earth 
• The supernatural becomes natural (it always is to God) 

• So what does this look like? 
• Anglican? Roman Catholic? Methodist? Baptist? Salvationist? Quaker? Lollard? Pentecostal? Peculiar People? 

Charismatic Independent?  
• None of them - just as “there’s neither Jew nor Gentile in heaven,” there’s neither Protestant nor Catholic, “there’s 

neither slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3:28 
• The kingdom is one: the kingdom is unity 

• John 17:23 Jesus prays that they (his followers) may be brought into complete unity 
• So rather than work towards this, we bring by faith what is already established in heaven to earth 
• Rather than bring down, draw up (thanks Gillian!) 
• Unity of the one church - the Kingdom of God, the bride of Christ, the Body of Christ, the Family of God, the 

Priesthood of All Believers - already exists eternally in heaven 
• Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
• As the sphere of heaven encounters, envelopes, enfolds the sphere of earth, the sphere of hell is reduced, replaced, 

and removed 

8. How do we create church unity? 
• Yes, have good relations with other churches (forgiveness) 

• Colossians 3:12-14 NIV 
• Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity. 

• But model kingdom culture here 
• This will attract others 
• Not to create one big church built on transfer growth but to release kingdom values across the body of Christ 
• The only way walls will fall is through paradigm shifts and cultural transformation from within each church 

• E.g., at Big Church Day Out healing of lady in wheelchair - sign of the kingdom breaking out into ‘other’ expressions  
• There is no ‘other’, actually 

• Don’t judge but exercise attribute of the benign dictator of the kingdom, grace - God works on infinite levels 
simultaneously with infinite grace  
• We exist to connect earth to heaven and heaven to earth  

9. How do we release a kingdom culture that creates church unity? 
• 5-fold ministry gifts (Eph. 4:11-12)  

• In maturity is unity 
• Unity is a sign of maturity 

• Apostles and prophets foundation (Eph. 2:20) - in vision and activation is unity 
• They create the covenantal momentum of directional unity  
• “There’s the outcome - we call it into being” - and we agree (thereby becoming apostolic and prophetic as a people) 
• The river gets wider and deeper but their focus is on the Source 

• Release the gifts of the Spirit  
• Creating a safe place to experiment and prove God’s perfect will (Heb. 12:1-2) is unifying 

• Let the fruit of the Spirit grow  
• Unity grows simultaneously as we grow in love, joy, gentleness etc. 
• God uses our differences and imperfections to achieve this! 
• Every time we rub each other up the wrong way or disagree over something, we are being brought into complete 

unity 
• Oneness and unity means we all have the one mind in Christ  

• We think the same way, we think the same things, we think the same as Jesus 
• Oneness and unity means undividedness and covenant (watch Danny Silk on this) 

• Because we all possess the heavenly vision  



10. Bill Johnson on Unity 
Unity is important, but you can be unified with each other and out of sync with God.  
Unity with each other is not the primary goal - unity with God is the primary goal.  
And when you are unified with God, you find you become unified with others who are unified with God.  
If you go to an orchestra, the instruments do not tune to each other: they tune to a central tuning fork where there is one 
pitch, and they all tune to that. 
There is something called unity that is an absolute stench in the nostrils of God, because it’s people who don’t believe, 
(and) they’re agreeing with people who don’t believe, and it’s ‘perfect unity’, but it doesn’t represent the King. It doesn’t 
represent the Kingdom - it is not biblical unity... 
“Well, that’s just not our culture in our denomination.” Well, who cares?!  
“Well, I’m Norwegian and it’s just not my heritage.” Well, who cares?!  
“Well, we’re Irish and this is how we respond.” Well, who cares?!  
I mean, I value those things, but only second to the Kingdom of God. I don’t make the gospel fit my heritage - I make my 
heritage transformed by the gospel. 

Transcribed from a sermon in summer of 2018 found on YouTube. 

11. Union is not just everyone being in unison 
• Unison is everyone singing the same notes simultaneously  
• Unity is an orchestra with different instruments, different melodies, different notes, different tunes, creating a whole 

glorious harmony 
• There’s a conductor, but there’s a lot more freedom of expression 

12. Unity is supernatural! 
• The kingdom is supernatural 

• Everything in heaven is naturally supernatural 
• When heaven invades earth, supernatural things happen 
• Sometimes I have a sense of deja vu about someone - it feels like we’ve already met 

• That’s my soul catching up with Holy Spirit reality - it’s supernatural 
• That’s the unity of the Spirit reaching back from eternity into the here and now 
• Vision of ‘string theory’  

• In the night, 1.6.19, following dream where people in a waiting room vanished in a whirlwind at the name of Jesus 
• Saw that everyone in the kingdom is connected by supernatural organic fibre optic wires / threads / tubes 

invisible to the naked eye 
• All believers are plugged in to each other by the Holy Spirit 

• Our connectivity is a supernatural reality that, when perfected / completed, will transform the earth (and already is 
transforming the earth) 
• The is also why people can translate or be in tow places atone 
• Quantum glory! 

• Our unity has the Three-in-One God at the centre 
• Out unity has love as its source 

13. Unity is like marriage 
• Ephesians 5:29-32 

• … no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church – for we are 
members of his body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.’ This is a profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

• Unity is intimacy  
• The physical and spiritual bonds of marriage are a picture of the Bride of Christ and Jesus the Bridegroom becoming 

one 
• That’s why the enemy hates marriage so much, because it reminds him of unity 
• That’s why the enemy hates unity so much, because it reminds him of marriage 

• It is a profound mystery 

14. Maintain the unity of the Spirit - closing meditation  
• Because unity is the kingdom come  
• Because unity is God’s will being done on the earth as it is in heaven 
• Because unity is the purest expression of God’s love 
• Because unity is a supernatural reality (and strategic in spiritual warfare) 
• Because unity is the Body of Christ actually being Jesus 
• Because unity is community 
• Because unity is family 
• Because unity is covenant  
• Because unity is a marriage 



Unused notes 

We need the Holy Spirit 
• Only the Holy Spirit creates true unity 
• Unity of the Spirit (Eph. 4:1-6) 
• Unity without the Holy Spirit is like having a chimney with no fire in the fireplace  
• There’s not even an ember to blow on because much of the church has exchanged kingdom life for institutional death 
• It’s a form of unity but it’s not heaven  
• It’s a form of oneness but it’s not kingdom 
• Unity without the Holy Spirit is like a broken cistern from which all the stored water has leaked 
• Keep at the ever bubbling spring (Jer. 2:13) 
• Instead of the occasional flush, continuous flow 
• Unity carries momentum  

Murmurations 
Covenant creates momentum (Danny Silk) 
• This describes a murmuration, or a shoal 

• Instinctive intuition and intuitive instinct 
• Circle of covenant is determined by who you’re willing to die for and who’s willing to die for you 
• Church is a family not an organisation  

• Redwood trees as examples of unbreakable unity 
• Shallow roots that bind around one another creating strong foundation 

• The “Second Reformation" isn’t about structure: it’s about kingdom 
• The beauty of the murmuration is its structurelessness 
• Its communal willingness to follow where the Spirit is leading at the leading edge 
• There’s no central committee, just the agreement of the whole to the exterior impulse 

Levels of unity 
• Political / Social - forced and passive 

• Ecumenism - an earthy ‘political’ response to unity, but is it kingdom? 
• True unity can exist in one church, but must exist in many churches (to be the one church) 
• There’s one thing worse than a small isolationist church and that’s a large isolationist church (both pride - latter is 

self-sufficient) 
• By being truly united, TCF can model true unity and bring unity in the body - but must not take over - actively resist 

unless the Lord says otherwise 
• Ministry of reconciliation  
• Healing the past - restorative unity 
• Rebuilding ruins etc  

• Thurrock as unitary authority gives it independent spirit - separated from Essex 

Danny Silk on discernment 
• Devil = Catagoras - ‘accuser’ in Greek - divider 

• Fear is to make everyone scared of everybody 
• Only two teams 
• Division vs Oneness  
• What gathers us to be one - John 17:23 
• 1 Tim. 6:3-5 

• 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly 
teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and 
quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between people 
of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 

• There is no permission from heaven not to love  
• Jews and Greeks one 
• Free and slave one 
• No colour, no gender - one 
• Don’t operate in demonic agenda of judgment - carnal, mere men 
• Sow and cultivate peace, bring things back to one 
• Break the love affair with fear   

Implications of disunity 
• Heaven is togetherness  

• With God, all together  
• Hell is apartness 

• Without God, all alone  

Unity theme follows on from previous talks 
• Godfred on equality and respect  

• One leader  



• Matthew 23:8-10 Message You all have a single Teacher, and you are all classmates. Don’t set people up as experts 
over your life, letting them tell you what to do. Save that authority for God; let him tell you what to do. No one else 
should carry the title of ‘Father’; you have only one Father, and he’s in heaven. And don’t let people manoeuvre you 
into taking charge of them. There is only one Life-Leader for you and them—Christ. 

• All one under One 
• Gillian on Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

• All one in One Spirit 
• The One Spirit expressed through a variety of fruit that the Spirit grows in each one of us 
• The affirmation of our identity as new creations, royal sins and daughters etc came over very strongly 
• I feel this is the kind of thing that needs gentle but persistent reinforcing to bring us all into the kingdom mindset 
• Because knowing who we actually are individually helps us all to know our collective identity 
• This is both an apostolic and prophetic identity expressed to, in, and on behalf of the community in which we are 

planted  
• Looking ahead, to Gladys’ talk on spiritual warfare... 

• Our unity is a kingdom weapon that the enemy despises and fears 
• Our united worship as well 
• If the enemy can divide us, he will try  

Versions of various scriptures 

Unity in the Kingdom and the Church – Ephesians 4:1-6; Colossians 3:12-14 

Ephesians 4:1-6 NIV 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 Passion 
As a prisoner of the Lord, I plead with you to walk holy, in a way that is suitable to your high rank, given to you in your divine calling. 2 With tender 
humility and quiet patience, always demonstrate gentleness and generous [stretching] love toward one another, especially toward those who may try 
your patience. 3 Be faithful to guard the sweet harmony of the Holy Spirit among you in the bonds of peace, 4 being one body and one spirit, as you 
were all called into the same glorious hope of divine destiny. 
5 For the Lord God is one, and so are we, for we share in one faith, one baptism, and one Father. 6 And He is the perfect Father who leads us all, works 
through us all, and lives in us all! 

Ephesians 4:1-6 Message 
1-3 In light of all this, here’s what I want you to do. While I’m locked up here, a prisoner for the Master, I want you to get out there and walk—better yet, 
run!—on the road God called you to travel. I don’t want any of you sitting around on your hands. I don’t want anyone strolling off, down some path that 
goes nowhere. And mark that you do this with humility and discipline—not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of 
love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences. 
4-6 You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you are and think and do is 
permeated with Oneness. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 Voice 
As a prisoner of the Lord, I urge you: Live a life that is worthy of the calling He has graciously extended to you. 2 Be humble. Be gentle. Be patient. 
Tolerate one another in an atmosphere thick with love. 3 Make every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit has already created, with peace binding you 
together. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were all called to pursue one hope. 5 There is one Lord Jesus, one living faith, one ceremonial washing 
through baptism,[a] and 6 one God—the Father over all who is above all, through all, and in all. 

Notes from The Voice 
Now that Paul has described the new world as God would have it, he urges believers to live out their callings with humility, patience, and love: to walk as 
Jesus walked. These are the ways of Jesus. Paul encourages them to do whatever it takes to hold onto the unity that binds people together in peace. 
He does not ask them to create that unity; this has already been accomplished through the work of the Rescuer and His Spirit. Rather, he calls 
believers to guard that unity—a more modest but no less significant task—because that unity is founded on God’s oneness and work in the world. 

Colossians 3:12-14 NIV 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear 
with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Colossians 3:12-14 Voice 
12 Since you are all set apart by God, made holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with a holy way of life: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience. 13 Put up with one another. Forgive. Pardon any offences against one another, as the Lord has pardoned you, because you should act in 
kind. 14 But above all these, put on love! Love is the perfect tie to bind these together. 

Colossians 3:12-14 Passion 
12 You are always and dearly loved by God! So robe yourself with virtues of God, since you have been divinely chosen to be holy. Be merciful as you 
endeavour to understand others, and be compassionate, showing kindness toward all. Be gentle and humble, unoffendable in your patience with others. 
13 Tolerate the weaknesses of those in the family of faith, forgiving one another in the same way you have been graciously forgiven by Jesus Christ. If 
you find fault with someone, release this same gift of forgiveness to them. 14 For love is supreme and must flow through each of these virtues. Love 
becomes the mark of true maturity. 
• Colossians 3:14 The Aramaic for ‘mark’ can be translated “the girdle of maturity.” 

Colossians 3:12-14 Message 



12-14 So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, 
discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offence. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And 
regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it. 

Jeremiah 2:13 
‘My people have committed two sins: 
They have forsaken me, 
    the spring of living water, 
and have dug their own cisterns, 
    broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

Matthew 10:34-36 
‘Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  
For I have come to turn 
‘“a man against his father, 
    a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law –  
    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.” 

Ephesians 5:29-32 NIV 
29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church – 30 for we are members of his body. 
31 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ 32 This is a profound mystery – 
but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

Ephesians 5:29-32 Passion 
29 No one abuses his own body, but pampers it—serving and satisfying its needs. That’s exactly what Christ does for his church! 30 He serves and 
satisfies us[a] as members of his body. 
31 For this reason a man is to leave his father and his mother and lovingly hold to his wife, since the two have become joined as one flesh. 32 Marriage 
is the beautiful design of the Almighty,[c] a great and sacred mystery—meant to be a vivid example of Christ and his church. 

Ephesians 5:29-32 Message 
29-33 No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s how Christ treats us, the church, since we are part of his body. And 
this is why a man leaves father and mother and cherishes his wife. No longer two, they become “one flesh.” This is a huge mystery, and I don’t pretend 
to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. And this provides a good picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, 
loving himself in loving her, and how each wife is to honour her husband. 

Some other unity scriptures 
• Psalm 133 - dwelling in unity relates blessing 
• 2 Chronicles 4-5 (David becomes king over united nation; breakthrough at Baal Perazim follows) 
• John 13:34-35 - love 
• John 17:22-23 - God’s given glory linked to complete unity 
• 2 Corinthians 13 - one body 
• Revelation 21-22 - one bride, one church 
• Genesis 1- one God the Trinity 


